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Brussels ï Summary text 

In the Brussels-Capital region, the production of electricity from renewable energy sources is promoted through the federal system of green certificates as well as 

through regional support schemes such as energy subsidies, investment assistance for companies and net-metering. In the Brussels-Capital region, the generation 

of heat from renewable energy sources is promoted through energy subsidies as well as through investment assistance for companies. 

In the Brussels-Capital region, access of electricity from renewable energy sources is basically regulated by the Brussels-Capital distribution grid code and by the 

regional electricity market ordinance. Electricity from renewable energy sources is given priority in both connection to and use of the grid. 

Several policies aim at promoting the development, installation and usage of RES-installations, including RES obligations in new public buildings and a support 

scheme for the development of the RES-H infrastructure.  
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RES-E support schemes 

 

Summary of support schemes 

 

Overview 

In the Brussels-Capital region, the production of electricity from renewable energy sources is promoted through 

the federal system of green certificates as well as through regional support schemes such as energy subsidies, 

investment assistance for companies and net-metering. 

Summary of support system 

¶ Quota system (certificats verts): In Brussels, renewable energy generation is promoted through a quota 

system, based on the federal framework regulation with special regional conditions. Electricity suppliers are 

obliged to prove, by submitting certificates, that a certain statutory and continuously increasing proportion 

(quota) of the electricity they supply was generated from renewable sources. The minimum price per 

certificate is guaranteed by statutory law. 

¶ Subsidy Primes énergie 2015: Within the bounds of its available budget, the Brussels-Capital region provides 

energy subsidies for residential, industrial as well as service sector buildings located in the Brussels region. 

¶ Subsidy Aide à l´investissement: Within the bounds of its available budget, the Brussels-Capital region 

provides investment assistance for companies which develop environmental projects, including investments 

in renewable energy plants. 

¶ Net-metering (Mécanisme de compensation): In the Brussels-Capital region, small prosumers of green 

electricity are entitled to benefit from a compensation mechanism for the difference between the amount 

of electricity taken from the grid and the amount of electricity fed into the grid (net-metering). 

Technologies 

The systems of green certificates and of net-ƳŜǘŜǊƛƴƎ όƻƴƭȅ ŦƻǊ ƛƴǎǘŀƭƭŀǘƛƻƴǎ Җ рƪ²ύ ǇǊƻƳƻǘŜ ŀƭƭ ǊŜƴŜǿŀōƭŜ 

electricity generation technologies. Moreover, the subsidies of the Brussels-Capital region promote the use of 

solar, wind, geothermal and hydro energy, as well as biogas and biomass CHP plants. As far as the energy 

subsidies for industrial and service sector buildings are concerned, all technologies can be subsidised provided 

that they are not eligible for other energy subsidies. 
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Statutory provisions 

¶ Arrêté du 6 mai 2004 (Arrêté du 6 mai 2004 Gouvernement de la Région de Bruxelles-Capitale relatif à 

la promotion de l'électricité verte et de la cogénération de qualité - Decree of 6 May 2004 of the 

Brussels-Capital Government regarding the promotion of green electricity and quality CHP) 

¶ Conditions générales Primes Energie 2015 (Conditions générales Primes Energie 2015 - General 

conditions for the energy subsidies 2015) 

¶ Prime énergie 2015 E2 (Prime énergie E2 Cogénération - Energy Subsidy E2 ς CHP) 

¶ Prime énergie 2015 D3 (Prime Energie D3 ς Energie éolienne, hydroélectrique, combustible biomasse, 

géothermique (hors cogénération) - Energy Subsidy D3 ς Wind energy, hydroelectricity, biofuels, 

geothermal energy (except cogeneration)) 

¶ Prime énergie 2015 D2 (Prime énergie D2 ς Panneaux solaires photovoltaiques (PV) - Energy Subsidy D2 

ς Photovoltaic installations) 

¶ Arrêté du 2 avril 2009 (Arrêté du 2 avril 2009 du Gouvernement de la Région de Bruxelles-Capitale relatif 

aux aides à l'économie d'énergie et à la production d'énergie à partir de sources d'énergies 

renouvelables - Decree of 2 April 2009 of the Brussels-Capital region regarding the promotion of energy 

efficiency and energy production through renewable energy sources) 

¶ Ordonnance du 19 juillet 2001 (Ordonnance du 19 juillet 2001 relative à l'organisation du marché de 

l´électricité en Région de Bruxelles Capitale - Ordinance of 19 July 2001 on the organisation of the 

electricity market in the Brussels-Capital region). 

¶ Arrêté ministériel du 23 avril 2013 (Arrêté ministériel du 23 avril 2013 portant adaptation du coefficient 

ƳǳƭǘƛǇƭƛŎŀǘŜǳǊ Řǳ ƴƻƳōǊŜ ŘŜ ŎŜǊǘƛŬŎŀǘǎ ǾŜǊǘǎ ƻŎǘǊƻȅŞǎ ǇƻǳǊ ƭŜǎ ƛƴǎǘŀƭƭŀǘƛƻƴǎ photovoltaïques - Ministerial 

decree of 23 April 2013 adapting the multiplicative coefficient of the numbers of green certificates for 

photovoltaic installations) 

¶  
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Basic information on legal sources 
 

Name of legal source 

(original language) 

Arrêté du 6 mai 2004 Gouvernement de la 

Région de Bruxelles-Capitale relatif à la 

promotion de l'électricité verte et de la 

cogénération de qualité. 

Conditions générales Primes Energie 2015 Prime énergie E2 - Cogénération 

Full name    

Name (English) 

Decree of 6 May 2004 of the Brussels-

Capital Government regarding the 

promotion of green electricity and quality 

CHP 

General conditions for the energy 

subsidies 2015 

Energy Subsidy E2 ς CHP  

Abbreviated form Arrêté du 6 mai 2004 Conditions générales primes énergie 2015 Prime énergie 2015 E2 

Entry into force 28.06.2004 01.01.2014 01.01.2015 

Last amended on 20.06.2011   

Future amendments    

Purpose 

 These conditions are based on the 

decision of the Brussels-Capital 

Government of 11 December 2014 

regarding the execution programme for 

the allocation of financial support in 

energy matters (Décision du 11 décembre 

2014 du Gouvernement de la Région de 

Bruxelles-Capitale ŘΩŀǇǇǊƻōŀǘƛƻƴ Řǳ 

These conditions are based on the 

decision of the Brussels-Capital 

Government of 11 December 2014 

regarding the execution programme for 

the allocation of financial support in 

energy matters (Décision du 11 décembre 

2014 du Gouvernement de la Région de 

Bruxelles-/ŀǇƛǘŀƭŜ ŘΩŀǇǇǊƻōŀǘƛƻƴ Řǳ 
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ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳƳŜ ŘΩŜȄŞŎǳǘƛƻƴ ǊŜƭŀǘƛŦ Ł ƭΩƻŎǘǊƻƛ 

ŘΩŀƛŘŜǎ ŦƛƴŀƴŎƛŝǊŜǎ Ŝƴ ƳŀǘƛŝǊŜ ŘΩŞƴŜǊƎƛe. 


). 

ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳƳŜ ŘΩŜȄŞŎǳǘƛƻƴ ǊŜƭŀǘƛŦ Ł ƭΩƻŎǘǊƻƛ 

ŘΩŀƛŘŜǎ ŦƛƴŀƴŎƛŝǊŜǎ Ŝƴ ƳŀǘƛŝǊŜ ŘΩŞƴŜǊƎƛŜΦ) 

Relevance for renewable energy 

The decree regulates the system of green 

certificates. Moreover, Annex I specifies 

the sustainability criteria of liquid and 

solid biomass. 

The energy subsidies 2015 promote 

among others the use of solar, wind, 

geothermal and hydro energy, as well as 

biomass CHP plants. 

This energy subsidy promotes the use of 

biomass and biogas CHP plants. 

Link to full text of legal source (original 

language) 

 

http://www.ejustice.just.fgov.be/cgi_loi/c

hange_lg.pl?language=fr&la=F&cn=2004

050638&table_name=loi   

 

http://www.bruxellesenvironnement.be/u

ploadedFiles/Contenu_du_site/Particulier

s/01_Gestes/09_Mes_primes/08Primes_

%C3%A9nergie_2014/00_CG_FR_2014_2

0140102.pdf?langtype=2060 

http://www.environnement.brussels/site

s/default/files/primes-

premies/FORM_E2_FR_2015.pdf 

Link to full text of legal source (English)    

 
  

http://www.ejustice.just.fgov.be/cgi_loi/change_lg.pl?language=fr&la=F&cn=2004050638&table_name=loi
http://www.ejustice.just.fgov.be/cgi_loi/change_lg.pl?language=fr&la=F&cn=2004050638&table_name=loi
http://www.ejustice.just.fgov.be/cgi_loi/change_lg.pl?language=fr&la=F&cn=2004050638&table_name=loi
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Name of legal source 

(original language) 

Prime Energie D3 ς Energie 

éolienne, hydroélectrique, 

combustible biomasse, 

géothermique (hors 

cogénération) 

Arrêté du 2 avril 2009 du 

Gouvernement de la Région de 

Bruxelles-Capitale relatif aux 

aides à l'économie d'énergie et à 

la production d'énergie à partir 

de sources d'énergies 

renouvelables 

Prime énergie D2 ς Panneaux 

solaires photovoltaiques (PV) 

 

Full name     

Name (English) 

Energy Subsidy D3 ς Wind 

energy, hydroelectricity, biofuels, 

geothermal energy (except 

cogeneration) 

Decree of 2 April 2009 of the 

Brussels-Capital region regarding 

the promotion of energy 

efficiency and energy production 

through renewable energy 

sources 

Energy Subsidy D2 ς Photovoltaic 

installations 

 

Abbreviated form Prime énergie 2015 D3 Arrêté du 2 avril 2009 Prime énergie 2015 D2  

Entry into force 01.01.2015 18.05.2009 01.01.2015  

Last amended on  22.07.2013   

Future amendments     

Purpose 

These conditions are based on the 

decision of the Brussels-Capital 

Government of 11 December 

2014 regarding the execution 

programme for the allocation of 

 These conditions are based on the 

decision of the Brussels-Capital 

Government of 11 December 

2014 regarding the execution 

programme for the allocation of 
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financial support in energy 

matters (Décision du 11 

décembre 2014 du 

Gouvernement de la Région de 

Bruxelles-Capitale  

ŘΩŀǇǇǊƻōŀǘƛƻƴ Řǳ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳƳŜ 

ŘΩŜȄŞŎǳǘƛƻƴ ǊŜƭŀǘƛŦ Ł ƭΩƻŎǘǊƻƛ 

ŘΩŀƛŘŜǎ ŦƛƴŀƴŎƛŝǊŜǎ Ŝƴ ƳŀǘƛŝǊŜ 

ŘΩŞƴŜǊƎƛŜΦύ 

financial support in energy 

matters (Décision du 11 

décembre 2014 du 

Gouvernement de la Région de 

Bruxelles-Capitale  

ŘΩŀǇǇǊƻōŀǘƛƻƴ Řǳ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳƳŜ 

ŘΩŜȄŞŎǳǘƛƻƴ ǊŜƭŀǘƛŦ Ł ƭΩƻŎǘǊƻƛ 

ŘΩŀƛŘŜǎ ŦƛƴŀƴŎƛŝǊŜǎ Ŝƴ ƳŀǘƛŝǊŜ 

ŘΩŞƴŜǊƎƛŜΦύ 

Relevance for renewable energy 

This energy subsidy promotes the 

use of renewable energy plants. 

This decree regulated the 

investment assistance for 

companies investing in 

renewable energy projects 

This energy subsidy promotes the 

use of photovoltaic installations. 

 

Link to full text of legal source 

(original language) 

http://www.environnement.brus

sels/sites/default/files/primes-

premies/FORM_D3_FR_2015.pdf 

http://www.ejustice.just.fgov.be/

cgi_loi/change_lg.pl?language=fr

&la=F&cn=2009040219&table_n

ame=loi 

http://www.environnement.brus

sels/sites/default/files/primes-

premies/FORM_D2_FR_2015.pdf 

 

Link to full text of legal source 

(English) 
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Name of legal source 

(original language) 

Ordonnance du 19 juillet 2001 

relative à l'organisation du 

marché de l´électricité en Région 

de Bruxelles Capitale. 

 Arrêté ministériel du 23 avril 

2013 portant adaptation du 

coefficient multiplicateur du 

nombre de cerǘƛŬŎŀǘǎ ǾŜǊǘǎ 

octroyés pour les installations 

photovoltaïques 

 

Full name     

Name (English) 

Ordinance of 19 July 2001 on the 

organisation of the electricity 

market in the Brussels-Capital 

region. 

 Ministerial decree of 23 April 

2013 adapting the multiplicative 

coefficient of the numbers of 

green certificates for 

photovoltaic installations 

 

Abbreviated form 
Ordonnance du 19 juillet 2001  Arrêté ministériel du 23 avril 

2013 

 

Entry into force 27.11.2001  02.05.2013  

Last amended on 30.12.2015    

Future amendments     

Purpose     

Relevance for renewable energy 

This ordinance regulates the 

system of green certificates. 

 This ministerial decree modifies 

the value of the multiplicative 

coefficient for the calculation of 

 



 RES-LEGAL EUROPE ς Regional Profile Brussels                                       
 

 

 
12 

the numbers of green certificates 

for photovoltaic installations. 

Link to full text of legal source 

(original language) 

http://www.ejustice.just.fgov.be/

cgi_loi/change_lg.pl?language=fr

&amp;la=F&amp;table_name=loi

&amp;cn=2001071901  

 http://www.bruxellesenvironnement

.be/uploadedFiles/Contenu_du_site/

Professionnels/Themes/%C3%89nerg

ie/04_Les_%C3%A9nergies_renouvel

ables/02Solaire_photovolta%C3%AFq

ue/AM_coefficientCVpourPV_201305

02.pdf 

 

Link to full text of legal source 

(English) 

    

  

http://www.ejustice.just.fgov.be/cgi_loi/change_lg.pl?language=fr&amp;la=F&amp;table_name=loi&amp;cn=2001071901
http://www.ejustice.just.fgov.be/cgi_loi/change_lg.pl?language=fr&amp;la=F&amp;table_name=loi&amp;cn=2001071901
http://www.ejustice.just.fgov.be/cgi_loi/change_lg.pl?language=fr&amp;la=F&amp;table_name=loi&amp;cn=2001071901
http://www.ejustice.just.fgov.be/cgi_loi/change_lg.pl?language=fr&amp;la=F&amp;table_name=loi&amp;cn=2001071901
http://www.bruxellesenvironnement.be/uploadedFiles/Contenu_du_site/Professionnels/Themes/%C3%89nergie/04_Les_%C3%A9nergies_renouvelables/02Solaire_photovolta%C3%AFque/AM_coefficientCVpourPV_20130502.pdf
http://www.bruxellesenvironnement.be/uploadedFiles/Contenu_du_site/Professionnels/Themes/%C3%89nergie/04_Les_%C3%A9nergies_renouvelables/02Solaire_photovolta%C3%AFque/AM_coefficientCVpourPV_20130502.pdf
http://www.bruxellesenvironnement.be/uploadedFiles/Contenu_du_site/Professionnels/Themes/%C3%89nergie/04_Les_%C3%A9nergies_renouvelables/02Solaire_photovolta%C3%AFque/AM_coefficientCVpourPV_20130502.pdf
http://www.bruxellesenvironnement.be/uploadedFiles/Contenu_du_site/Professionnels/Themes/%C3%89nergie/04_Les_%C3%A9nergies_renouvelables/02Solaire_photovolta%C3%AFque/AM_coefficientCVpourPV_20130502.pdf
http://www.bruxellesenvironnement.be/uploadedFiles/Contenu_du_site/Professionnels/Themes/%C3%89nergie/04_Les_%C3%A9nergies_renouvelables/02Solaire_photovolta%C3%AFque/AM_coefficientCVpourPV_20130502.pdf
http://www.bruxellesenvironnement.be/uploadedFiles/Contenu_du_site/Professionnels/Themes/%C3%89nergie/04_Les_%C3%A9nergies_renouvelables/02Solaire_photovolta%C3%AFque/AM_coefficientCVpourPV_20130502.pdf
http://www.bruxellesenvironnement.be/uploadedFiles/Contenu_du_site/Professionnels/Themes/%C3%89nergie/04_Les_%C3%A9nergies_renouvelables/02Solaire_photovolta%C3%AFque/AM_coefficientCVpourPV_20130502.pdf
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Further information 
 

Institution (name) Website Name of contact person 

(optional) 

Telephone number (head office) E-mail (optional) 

Ministre du Gouvernement 

de la Région de Bruxelles-

Capitale, chargée du 

Logement, de la Qualité de 

±ƛŜΣ ŘŜ ƭΩ9ƴǾƛǊƻƴƴŜƳŜƴǘ Ŝǘ 

de l'Energie - Minister of 

the Government of the 

Brussels-Capital region, 

responsible for Housing, 

Quality of Life, 

Environment and Energy   

http://be.brussels/ Office of Céline Fremault +32 25 08 79 11 info.fremault@gov.brussels 

Ministère de la Région de 

Bruxelles-Capitale, 

Administration de 

l'Economie et de l'Emploi 

(AEE) ς Economy and 

Employment 

Administration of the 

Brussels-Capital region 

http://be.brussels/  +32 28 00 34 52  info.eco@mrbc.irisnet.be 

Bruxelles environnement 

IBGE : Administration de 

l'environnement et de 

l'énergie de la Région de 

Bruxelles-Capitale - 

Environment and Energy 

http://www.bruxellesenvironnement.be   +32 27 75 75 75 info@ibgebim.be 

mailto:info.fremault@gov.brussels
mailto:info.eco@mrbc.irisnet.be
http://www.bruxellesenvironnement.be/
mailto:info@ibgebim.be
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administration of the 

Brussels Capital region 

 

BRUGEL,  

régulateur bruxellois pour 

le marché du gaz et de 

ƭΩŞƭŜŎǘǊƛŎƛǘŞ ς Brussels 

Regulatory Authority for 

Electricity and Gas 

 

http://www.brugel.be  +32 25 63 02 00 info@brugel.be 

Sibelga, gestionnaire des 

réseaux de distribution 

d'électricité et de gaz 

naturel de la région de 

Bruxelles-Capitale ς 

Sibelga, Distribution 

System Operator for 

electricity and gas of the 

Brussels-Capital region 

www.sibelga.be    +32 25 49 41 00 clients@sibelga.be 

Agence Bruxelloise de 

l'Energie (ABEA) ς Brussels-

Capital Energy Agency 

http://www.curbain.be   +32 22 19 40 60 info@curbain.be 

 

  

http://www.sibelga.be/
mailto:clients@sibelga.be
http://www.curbain.be/
mailto:info@curbain.be
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Support schemes 
 

Subsidy (Primes Energies 2014) 
 

Abbreviated form of legal source(s) 

¶ Arrêté du 6 Mai 2004 

¶ Conditions générales primes énergies 2015 

¶ Prime énergie 2015 E2 

¶ Prime énergie 2015 D3 

¶ Prime énergie 2015 D2 

 

Contact Authority Environment and Energy administration of the Brussels-Capital region 

Summary 

Within the bounds of its available budget, the Brussels-Capital region provides energy subsidies for residential, industrial 

as well as service sector buildings located in the Brussels region. Moreover, energy subsidies can also apply for renovation 

works in buildings older than 10 years. The energy subsidies are defined each year and apply from 1 January to 31 

December. 

 

The energy subsidies of the Brussels-Capital region are allocated according to the income level. Three levels of subsidies 

are thus possible (6.4 Conditions générales primes énergies 2015): 

¶ Base income: > ϵ 60,000 for singles and > ϵ 75,000 for couples 

¶ Middle income: ϵ 30,000 - 60,000 for singles and ϵ 45,000 - 75,000 for couples 

¶ Low income: < ϵ 30,000 for singles and < ϵ 45,000 for couples 

These income limits are increased by ϵ 5,000 EUR per fiscally irresponsible person and if the applicant is under 35 years 

old. The subsidy is increased by 10 % for residential buildings situated within a Housing and Renovation Development Area 

(Espace de Développement Renforcé du Logement et de la Rénovation).  

Social real estate agencies, public service real estate agencies as well as the Housing fund of the Brussels region benefit of 

the subsidies of the low income category. Industrial as well as service sector buildings benefit from the subsidies of the 

base income category (6.4 Conditions générales primes énergies 2015). 
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Eligible technologies 

General information 

All installations shall be undertaken by installers registered in the 

Belgian Companies Database (Banque Carrefour des Entreprises) (4, 

Conditions générales primes énergies 2015).  

In industrial and service sector buildings, the installation of renewable 

energy plants for the production of electricity can be subsidised up to 

25 % of the eligible costs (with a minimum investment amount of ϵ 

2,500 incl. VAT), provided the installation is not eligible for other 

energy subsidies (Prime énergie 2015 D3).  

 

Wind energy 

Wind energy installations are eligible for industrial and service sector 

buildings under certain conditions, including (C, Prime énergie 2015 

D3): 

¶ The amount of the investment shall be at least ϵ 2,500 (incl. 

VAT). 

¶ The installation shall be designed in order to comply as much 

as possible with the needs of the building 

¶ The installation shall conform to the technical prescriptions 

for grid connection of Sibelga (Distribution System Operator 

of the Brussels region) 

¶ The application for subsidy shall be submitted along with a 

feasibility study or a ŘŜǎƛƎƴ ǎǘǳŘȅ όάŞǘǳŘŜ ŘŜ 

ŘƛƳŜƴǎƛƻƴƴŜƳŜƴǘέύ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƛƴǎǘŀƭƭŀǘƛƻƴ 

Solar energy 

Photovoltaic installations are eligible under certain conditions, 

including (Prime énergie 2015 D2): 

¶ The installation shall conform to the technical prescriptions 

for grid connection of Sibelga (Distribution System Operator 

of the Brussels region) 



 RES-LEGAL EUROPE ς Regional Profile Brussels                                       
 

 

 
17 

¶ New buildings shall have a passive house level of maximum 

15 kWh per m², whereas renovation buildings shall have an 

energy consumption of maximum 60 kWh per m² 

¶ Crystalline panels shall meet the requirements of the 

international standards IEC 61215 and have a minimum 

efficiency of 12 % 

¶ Thin-film PV panels shall meet the requirements of the 

international standards IEC 61646 and have a minimum 

efficiency of 7 %  

Geothermal energy 

Geothermal energy installations are eligible for industrial and service 

sector buildings under certain conditions, including (C, Prime énergie 

2015 D3): 

¶ ¢ƘŜ ŀƳƻǳƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƛƴǾŜǎǘƳŜƴǘ ǎƘŀƭƭ ōŜ ŀǘ ƭŜŀǎǘ ϵ нΣрлл όƛƴŎƭΦ 

VAT). 

¶ The installation shall be designed in order to comply as much 

as possible with the needs of the building 

¶ The installation shall conform to the technical prescriptions 

for grid connection of Sibelga (Distribution System Operator 

of the Brussels region) 

¶ The application for subsidy shall be submitted along with a 

ŦŜŀǎƛōƛƭƛǘȅ ǎǘǳŘȅ ƻǊ ŀ ŘŜǎƛƎƴ ǎǘǳŘȅ όάŞǘǳŘŜ ŘŜ 

ŘƛƳŜƴǎƛƻƴƴŜƳŜƴǘέύ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƛƴǎǘŀƭƭŀǘƛƻƴ 

Biogas 

The devices needed for the installation of biogas CHP plants as well as 

the installation itself are eligible under certain conditions, including 

(C, Prime énergie 2015 E2): 

¶ The installation shall conform to the technical prescriptions 

for grid connection of Sibelga (Distribution System Operator 

of the Brussels region) 
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¶ CHP plants with a capacity over 5 kVA shall submit a 

feasibility study  

Trigeneration (generation of electricity, heating and cooling) is not 

eligible. 

Hydro-power 

Hydro-power installations are eligible for industrial and service sector 

buildings under certain conditions, including (C, Prime énergie 2015 

D3): 

¶ The amount of ǘƘŜ ƛƴǾŜǎǘƳŜƴǘ ǎƘŀƭƭ ōŜ ŀǘ ƭŜŀǎǘ ϵ нΣрлл όƛƴŎƭΦ 

VAT). 

¶ The installation shall be designed in order to comply as much 

as possible with the needs of the building 

¶ The installation shall conform to the technical prescriptions 

for grid connection of Sibelga (Distribution System Operator 

of the Brussels region) 

¶ The application for subsidy shall be submitted along with a 

ŦŜŀǎƛōƛƭƛǘȅ ǎǘǳŘȅ ƻǊ ŀ ŘŜǎƛƎƴ ǎǘǳŘȅ όάŞǘǳŘŜ ŘŜ 

ŘƛƳŜƴǎƛƻƴƴŜƳŜƴǘέύ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƛƴǎǘŀƭƭŀǘƛƻƴ 

Biomass 

The devices needed for the installation of biomass CHP plants as well 

as the installation itself are eligible under certain conditions, including 

(C, Prime énergie 2015 E2): 

¶ The installation shall conform to the technical prescriptions 

for grid connection of Sibelga (Distribution System Operator 

of the Brussels region) 

¶ CHP plants with a capacity over 5 kVA shall submit a 

feasibility study  

¶ Biomass CHP installations shall conform to the definition of 

sustainable liquid and solid biomass (Annex IV, Arrêté du 6 

Mai 2004) 
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Trigeneration (generation of electricity, heating and cooling) is not 

eligible. 

Amount 

Biogas and biomass CHP plants for 2015 (B, Prime énergie 2015 E2)  

¶ Base income: ϵ 3,500 multiplied by square root of the nominal electrical output (kW) 

¶ Middle income: ϵ 4,000 multiplied by square root of the nominal electrical output (kW) 

¶ Low income: ϵ 4,500 multiplied by square root of the nominal electrical output (kW) 

The amount of the subsidy cannot exceed 30 % of the installation costs. 

 

Photovoltaic installations for 2015 (B, Prime énergie 2015 D2): 

¶ Base income: ϵ 0.25 per Wp 

¶ Middle income: ϵ 0.50 per Wp 

¶ Low income: ϵ 1 per Wp 

The amount of the subsidy cannot exceed 30 % of the installation costs. 

 

Wind energy, geothermal energy and hydro-power energy installations for 2015 (B, Prime énergie 2015 D3): 

¶ The subsidy amounts up to 25% of the eligible investments and studies (based on the amount of the invoice) 

 

Addressees 
All natural and legal persons 

 

Procedure 

Process flow For the energy subsidies 2015: The application shall be submitted to 

the administration within 4 months following the date of the 

installation invoice (Conditions générales primes énergie 2015) 

Competent authority Environment and Energy administration of the Brussels Capital region 

(Bruxelles Environnement) 

Flexibility mechanism  

Distribution of costs State 
The energy subsidies are directly financed by the budget of the 

Brussels-Capital region. 
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Consumers 
 

Plant operator 
 

Grid operator 
 

European Union 
 

Distribution mechanism 
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Subsidy (Aide à l´investissement) 

 

Abbreviated form of legal source(s) ¶ Arrêté du 2 avril 2009 

Contact authority Economy and Employment Administration of the Brussels-Capital region 

Summary 
Within the bounds of its available budget, the Brussels-Capital provides investment assistance for companies which 

develop environmental projects, including investments in renewable energy plants. 

Eligible technologies 

General information 

Eligible are investments in photovoltaic installations for the 

production of electricity as well as biogas and biomass CHP and 

trigeneration plants for the production of heating, cooling and 

electricity (Art. 4 Arrêté du 2 avril 2009). The eligible investment 

amount also includes freight, installation and assembly charges (Art. 

6 Arrêté du 2 avril 2009). Moreover, the eligible investment shall 

amount to at least 7,500 EUR and shall concern investments planned 

within the Brussels-Capital region (Art. 8-9 Arrêté du 2 avril 2009). 

Wind energy  

Solar energy 

Investments in photovoltaic installations are eligible under the 

following conditions (Annex 2, Arrêté du 2 avril 2009): 

¶ Crystalline panels shall meet the requirements of the 

international standards IEC 61215 and have a minimum 

efficiency of 12 % 
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¶ Thin-film PV panels shall meet the requirements of the 

international standards IEC 61646 and have a minimum 

efficiency of 7 % 

Geothermal energy  

Biogas 

Investments in biogas CHP and trigeneration plants are eligible under 

the following condition (Annex 2, Arrêté du 2 avril 2009): 

¶ The CO2 savings of the plant shall amount to at least 5 % 

compared with conventional installations producing separately 

heating cooling and electricity. 

Hydro-power  

Biomass 

Investments in biomass CHP and trigeneration plants are eligible 

under the following condition (Annex 2, Arrêté du 2 avril 2009): 

¶ The CO2 savings of the plant shall amount to at least 5 % 

compared with conventional installations producing separately 

heating cooling and electricity. 

Amount 

The amount of the investment assistance depends on the size of the company (Art. 24 Arrêté du 2 avril 2009): 

¶ Micro and small enterprises: 40 % of the eligible costs  

¶ Medium enterprises: 30 % of the eligible costs 

¶ Large enterprises. 20 % of the eligible costs 

Moreover, the subsidy can be increased by 5 % if the company is certified Emas, ISO 14.000 or « eco-dynamic enterprise» 

(Art. 26 Arrêté du 2 avril 2009).  

The amount of the investment assistance cannot exceed 80,000 EUR per company and per calendar year (Art. 22 Arrêté 

du 2 avril 2009). 

Addressees 
Industrial, commercial and service sector companies as well as companies of other sectors as listed in Art. 3 §1 Arrêté du 

2 avril 2009 are entitled to the investment assistance. 
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Procedure 

Process flow 

¶ First of all, the entitled company shall submit a preliminary 

application form to the administration together with the 

necessary documents (Art. 30 Arrêté du 2 avril 2009) 

¶ The applicant shall submit a grant application within 120 

days following the receipt of the validation of the preliminary 

application (Art. 31 Arrêté du 2 avril 2009) 

¶ The applicant shall submit its investment programme within 

12 months following the allocation acceptation of the 

administration (Art. 32 Arrêté du 2 avril 2009) 

Competent authority The competent authority is the Economy and Employment 

Administration of the Brussels-Capital region (Administration de 

l'Economie et de l'Emploi du Ministère de la Région de Bruxelles-

Capitale) (Art. 1 Arrêté du 2 avril 2009) 

Flexibility mechanism  

Distribution of costs 

State 
The energy subsidies are directly financed by the budget of the 

Brussels-Capital region. 

Consumers  

Plant operator  

Grid operator  

European Union  
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Distribution mechanism  
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Quota system (Certificats verts) 

 

Abbreviated form of legal source(s) 
¶ Ordonnance du 19 juillet 2001 

¶ Arrêté du 6 Mai 2004 

¶ Arrêté ministériel du 23 avril 2013 

Contact Authority Brussels Regulatory Authority for Electricity and Gas (Brugel) 

Summary 

The Brussels-Capital region introduced the quota system to increase the proportion of renewable energy in total energy 

generation. In Brussels-Capital, green certificates are allocated by the Brussels regulatory authority Brugel. The number of 

certificates depends on the amount of electricity generated (in kWh) in proportion with the CO2 saved: one certificate is 

issued for every 217 kg of CO2 saved.  

Eligible technologies 

General information 

Green certificates will be issued only if the installation has been 

certified, which allows the renewable energy producer to sell its 

electricity under a label of guaranteed origin (Art. 27 §1, Ordonnance 

du 19 juillet 2001). In order to receive green certificates, the 

installation shall be certified since max. 10 years and the CO2 savings 

of the plant shall amount to at least 5 % compared with conventional 

installations (Art. 14 §1, Arrêté du 6 Mai 2004). Over a capacity of 

1MW, the number of green certificates is limited to 1 certificate per 

MWh of produced electricity (Art. 17 §5, Arrêté du 6 Mai 2004).  

Wind energy Eligible 

Solar energy 
Eligible 

A multiplicative coefficient of 2.75 can be applied to the green 

certificates for PV installation which were commissioned after 1 July 



 RES-LEGAL EUROPE ς Regional Profile Brussels                                       
 

 

 
26 

2011. The multiplicative coefficient equals 3.85 for corporate bodies 

and public authorities if the installation capacity is below 5 kWp (Art. 

17 §2, Arrêté du 6 Mai 2004). 

From 20 October 2012 onwards, a multiplicative coefficient of 2.2 is 

applied to the green certificates for commissioned PV installations. 

The multiplicative coefficient equals 2.2 for corporate bodies and 

public authorities if the installation capacity is below 5 kWp (Art. 1, 

Arrêté ministériel du 12 juillet 2012). The multiplicative coefficient of 

2.2 also concerns photovoltaic installations commissioned from 1 

January 2013 (Art. 2, Arrêté ministériel du 12 juillet 2012). 

From 2 August 2013 onwards, a multiplicative coefficient of 1.32 is 

applied to the green certificates for commissioned PV installations. 

The multiplicative coefficient equals 1.32 for corporate bodies and 

public authorities if the installation capacity is below 5 kWp (Art. 1, 

Arrêté ministériel du 23 avril 2013). 

Geothermal energy Eligible 

Biogas 

Eligible 

A multiplicative coefficient of 5 is applied to the green certificates of 

electricity installations using biogas (Art. 17 §4, Arrêté du 6 Mai 2004) 

Hydro-power Eligible 

Biomass 
Eligible, provided that the installation meets the sustainability criteria 

or Annex IV Arrêté du 26 Mai 2011 (Art. 14 §1, Arrêté du 6 Mai 2004). 
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Amount 

Amount of quota and period of application The quotas for the following years are published on the website of 

Brugel and are defined as follows: 

Quota % 

2013 3.5 

2014 3.8 

2015 4.5 

2016 8.2 

2017 7.8 

2018 8.5 

2019 9.2 

2020 10.0 

2021 10.8 

2022 11.5 

2023 12.3 

2024 13.1 

2025 14.0 

Green certificates have a validity of 5 years (Art. 20, Arrêté du 6 Mai 

2004). 

Adjustment of quotas The Brussels-Capital government analyses the green certificate 

market on a regular basis. Brugel advises the Ministry of Energy on 

the amount of the quotas for the following years. The Walloon 

government then decides on whether or not to introduce new quotas 

(Art. 28 §2, Ordonnance du 19 juillet 2001).  

Number of certificates according to technology The formula for the calculation of the number of green certificates is 

the same for all technologies. However, different multiplicative 
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coefficient can be applied according to the technologies (Art. 16-17, 

Arrêté du 6 Mai 2004). 

Minimum price per certificate The transmission system operator Elia buys the green certificates at a 

minimum price of ϵ 65 (Art. 28 §1, Ordonnance du 19 juillet 2001).   

Fees and penalty charges If a grid operator does not meet its quota, it shall pay a fine of ϵ 100 

per missing certificate (Art. 32 §3, Ordonnance du 19 juillet 2001).   

Yearly Average Certificate Price Each year, Brugel publishes the yearly average certificate price of the 

previous year (Art. 23 Arrêté du 6 Mai 2004). According to Brugel, the 

price of the green certificates in the Brussels-Capital region lies in 

general between ϵ 81 and ϵ 92. 

Eligibility period 
 

International applicability 

International certificate trade Upon notice of the regional regulatory authority Brugel, the 

Government of Brussels-Capital can recognise green certificates 

allocated by other national or foreign authorities, under certain 

conditions including (Art. 27 Arrêté du 6 Mai 2004): 

¶ The green certificates shall regard electricity production or 

cogeneration 

¶ The calculation of the number of green certificates shall be 

made on the basis of CO2 saving. 
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¶ The allocation procedure shall be comparable to the 

procedure of the Brussels-Capital region 

Flexibility Mechanism  

Addressees 
Certified installations producing green electricity are entitled to the allocation of green certificates, provided they meet 

several requirements listed in art. 14 of the decree of the 6 May 2004. 

Procedure 

Process flow ¶ Each installation of green electricity production has first to 

be certified by the Commission by receiving a label of 

guaranteed origin (Art. 11 §1, Arrêté du 6 Mai 2004).   

¶ The production of electricity is then registered and 

communicated to Brugel each quarter (Art. 12, §1, Arrêté du 

6 Mai 2004).   

¶ Brugel allocates a number of green certificates according to 

the registered electricity production of the last quarter (Art. 

14 §1, Arrêté du 6 Mai 2004).  

¶ Each electricity supplier is obliged to buy and deliver to 

Brugel a quota of labels/certificates of guaranteed origin 

(Art. 28 §2, Ordonnance du 19 juillet 2001).   

Competent authority The Government of the Brussels-Capital region decides on the 

allocation process for green certificates in the Brussels region. The 

Brussels regulatory authority (Brugel) awards green certificates to the 

operators of renewable energy plants objectively and without 

discrimination (Art. 28, Ordonnance du 19 juillet 2001). 
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Distribution of costs 

State  

Consumers In the end, the consumers bear the costs via their electricity bills. 

Plant operator  

Grid operator  

European Union  

Distribution mechanism  
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Net-Metering (mécanisme de compensation) 

 

Abbreviated form of legal source(s) ¶ Arrêté du 6 Mai 2004 

Contact Authority Sibelga 

Summary 

In the Brussels-Capital region, small prosumers of green electricity are entitled to benefit from a compensation mechanism for 

the difference between the amount of electricity taken from the grid and the amount of electricity fed into the grid (net-

metering). 

Eligible technologies 

General information 

Renewable energy plants with a capacity of maximum 5kW are 

eligible for net-ƳŜǘŜǊƛƴƎ όάƳŞŎŀƴƛǎƳŜ ŘŜ ŎƻƳǇŜƴǎŀǘƛƻƴέύΦ Lƴ ǘƘƛǎ ŎŀǎŜ 

however, the amount of electricity fed into the grid cannot be entitled 

to labels of guaranteed origin (Art. 26bis Arrêté du 6 Mai 2004). 

In order to benefit from net-metering, the installation shall be 

equipped with two different meters: a bi-directional meter (A+/A-) 

ƛƴǎǘŀƭƭŜŘ ōȅ {ƛōŜƭƎŀ ŀƴŘ ŀ άƎǊŜŜƴ ƳŜǘŜǊέΣ ŎŜǊǘƛŦƛŜŘ ōȅ .ǊǳƎŜƭΣ 

measuring the electricity produced by the renewable energy plant 

(detailed information on the website of Bruxelles Environnement as 

well as on the website of Sibelga). 

Wind energy Eligible 

Solar energy Eligible 

Geothermal energy Eligible 
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Biogas Eligible 

Hydro-power Eligible 

Biomass Eligible 

Amount 

The producer benefits from the compensation mechanism for the period between two meter-readings. The compensation 

applies for the amount of electricity fed into the distribution grid, provided that the latter does not exceed the amount of 

electricity taken from the grid (Art. 26bis Arrêté du 6 Mai 2004). 

Addressees Each producer of green electricity whose installation has a capacity of maximum 5kW. 

Procedure 

Process flow Before installing a renewable energy plant for the generation of 

electricity, the plant operator shall contact the distribution grid 

operator Sibelga.  

Competent authority The distribution grid operator Sibelga is the competent authority for 

matters regarding the technical prescriptions such as electric meters. 

Flexibility Mechanism  

Distribution of costs 

State  

Consumers  

Plant operator 
According to the distribution grid operator Sibelga, the costs of the 

electric meters fall to the plant operator. 

Grid operator  
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European Union  

Distribution mechanism  
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Grid issues  

Overview 
 

Overview of grid issues 

In Belgium, the three regions are competent for the distribution as well as for the local transmission of electricity via grids with a 

nominal output of maximum 70kV. This corresponds to low (up to 30 kV) and middle (30 to 70 kV) voltage.  

In the Brussels-Capital region, access of electricity from renewable energy sources is basically regulated by the Brussels-Capital 

distribution grid code and by the regional electricity market ordinance. Electricity from renewable energy sources is given priority 

in both connection to and use of the grid. 

Connection to the grid 
In the Brussels-Capital region, each application for a connection to the electricity distribution grid shall be submitted to the 

Distribution System Operator. The installations are connected to the low voltage or middle voltage grid according to their 

capacity. 

Use of the grid 
The access to the grid is subjected to the prior submission to the distribution system operator of a grid access application form. 

The latter can be submitted by any person having a supplying authorisation or by a grid user, provided the latter has concluded 

a prior supply agreement with a supplier as well as with an access responsible party. 

Grid expansion 
In general, the grid operator is obliged to undertake the necessary grid extensions on his grid in order to meet the grid connection 

demands. However, the RES plant operator does not have the right to claim for a grid expansion of the grid operator in case of 

insufficient grid connection or grid access capacities. 

Statutory provisions 

¶ Arrêté du 23 mai 2014 (Arrêté du 23 mai 2014 du Gouvernement de la Région de Bruxelles-Capitale arrêtant le règlement 

technique pour la gestion du réseau de distribution d'électricité en Région de Bruxelles-Capitale et l'accès à celui-ci- Decree 

of 23 May 2014 of the Government of Brussels-Capital regarding the grid code for the electricity distribution system) 

¶ Ordonnance du 19 juillet 2001 (Ordonnance du 19 juillet 2001 relative à l'organisation du marché de l'électricité en Région 

de Bruxelles-Capitale - Ordinance of 19 July 2001 regarding the organisation of the Brussels-Capital electricity market) 
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Basic information on legal sources 

 

Name of legal source 

(original language) 

Arrêté du 23 mai 2014 du Gouvernement 

de la Région de Bruxelles-Capitale 

arrêtant le règlement technique pour la 

gestion du réseau de distribution 

d'électricité en Région de Bruxelles-

Capitale et l'accès à celui-ci 

 Ordonnance du 19 juillet 2001 relative à 

l'organisation du marché de l'électricité en 

Région de Bruxelles-Capitale. 

Full name    

Name (English) 

Decree of 23 May 2014 of the 

Government of Brussels-Capital regarding 

the grid code for the electricity 

distribution system 

 Ordinance of 19 July 2001 regarding the 

organisation of the Brussels-Capital 

electricity market 

Abbreviated form Arrêté du 23 mai 2014   Ordonnance du 19 juillet 2001 

Entry into force 14.11.2014  27.11.2001 

Last amended on   30.12.2015 

Future amendments    

Purpose 

This decree sets out the distribution grid 

code of the Brussels-Capital region. 

 This decree implements the "European 

Directive on the Promotion of the Use of 

Energy from Renewable Sources" and the 

"European Directive concerning Common 
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Rules for the Internal Market in 

Electricity" in the region of Brussels-

Capital 

Relevance for renewable energy 

The distribution grid code regulates the 

grid connection and grid access of 

electricity plants and regards therefore 

also RES plants. 

  

Link to full text of legal source (original 

language) 

http://www.ejustice.just.fgov.be/cgi_l

oi/change_lg.pl?language=fr&la=F&c

n=2014052331&table_name=loi  

 http://www.ejustice.just.fgov.be/cgi_loi/c

hange_lg.pl?language=fr&la=F&cn=2001

071901&table_name=loi  

Link to full text of legal source (English)    

 

 

  

http://www.ejustice.just.fgov.be/cgi_loi/change_lg.pl?language=fr&la=F&cn=2014052331&table_name=loi
http://www.ejustice.just.fgov.be/cgi_loi/change_lg.pl?language=fr&la=F&cn=2014052331&table_name=loi
http://www.ejustice.just.fgov.be/cgi_loi/change_lg.pl?language=fr&la=F&cn=2014052331&table_name=loi
http://www.ejustice.just.fgov.be/cgi_loi/change_lg.pl?language=fr&la=F&cn=2001071901&table_name=loi
http://www.ejustice.just.fgov.be/cgi_loi/change_lg.pl?language=fr&la=F&cn=2001071901&table_name=loi
http://www.ejustice.just.fgov.be/cgi_loi/change_lg.pl?language=fr&la=F&cn=2001071901&table_name=loi


 RES-LEGAL EUROPE ς Regional Profile Brussels                                       
 

 

 
37 

Further information 
 

Institution (name) Website Name of contact person 

(optional) 

Telephone number (head office) E-mail (optional) 

Ministre du Gouvernement de la 

Région de Bruxelles-Capitale, 

chargée du Logement, de la 

Qualité de Vie, de ƭΩ9ƴǾƛǊƻƴƴŜƳŜƴǘ 

et de l'Energie - Minister of the 

Government of the Brussels-

Capital region, responsible for 

Housing, Quality of Life, 

Environment and Energy   

http://be.brussels/ Office of Céline Fremault +32 25 08 79 11 info.fremault@gov.brussels 

Sibelga, gestionnaire des réseaux 

de distribution d'électricité et de 

gaz naturel de la région de 

Bruxelles-Capitale ς Sibelga, 

Distribution System Operator for 

electricity and gas of the Brussels-

Capital region 

http:/ /www.sibelga.b

e  

 + 32 25 49 41 00 clients@sibelga.be 

BRUGEL,  

régulateur bruxellois pour le 

ƳŀǊŎƘŞ Řǳ ƎŀȊ Ŝǘ ŘŜ ƭΩŞƭŜŎǘǊƛŎƛǘŞ ς 

Brussels Regulatory Authority for 

Electricity and Gas 

http://www.brugel.be   + 32 25 63 02 00 info@brugel.be  

http://www.sibelga.be/
http://www.sibelga.be/
mailto:clients@sibelga.be
http://www.brugel.be/
mailto:info@brugel.be
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Grid issues 
 

Connection to the grid 
 

Abbreviated form of legal sources ¶ Arrêté du 23 mai 2014 

Contact Authority Sibelga 

Overview 

In the Brussels-Capital region, each application for a connection to the electricity distribution grid shall be submitted to the 

Distribution System Operator (Art. 73 Arrêté du 23 mai 2014). The installations are connected to the low voltage or middle voltage 

grid according to their capacity. Installations with a grid connection capacity: 

¶ up to 56 kVA are connected to the low voltage grid  

¶ between 56 and 250 kVA can be connected either to the low or to the middle voltage grid, depending on the connection 

proposal of the grid operator 

¶ larger than 250 kVA are connected to the middle voltage grid (Art. 73, Arrêté du 23 mai 2014).  

Each connection to the grid shall meet the technical requirements C2/112 and C1/107 of SYNERGRID (Art. 79, Arrêté du 23 mai 2014). 

Moreover, RES installations shall comply with the additional technical requirements C 10/11 of SYNERGRID (Art. 91, Arrêté du 23 mai 

2014). 

Procedure Process flow 

Installations to be connected to the low voltage distribution grid: The submission of a 

grid connection application for the low voltage grid does not request the prior realisation 

of an orientation or a detailed study (Art. 116, Arrêté du 23 mai 2014). 

Installations to be connected to the middle voltage distribution grid: In order to obtain 

a preliminary grid connection project informing about the feasibility and the technical 

details of the grid connection of the installation, the applicant has the possibility to ask 

ǘƘŜ ƎǊƛŘ ƻǇŜǊŀǘƻǊ ŦƻǊ ŀƴ άƻǊƛŜƴǘŀǘƛƻƴ ǎǘǳŘȅέ όArt. 94-96, Arrêté du 23 mai 2014). 

Moreover, the application for a grid connection requires the realisation by the grid 
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operator of a detailed study (étude de détail) paid for by the applicant (Art. 94-95 and 

102, Arrêté du 23 mai 2014). 

Deadlines 

Installations to be connected to the low voltage distribution grid: 

¶ Maximum 5 working days after receipt of an application for an orientation 

study, the grid operator verifies whether the application is complete and 

notifies the applicant (Art. 117, Arrêté du 23 mai 2014). 

¶ Maximum 10 working days after receipt of an application for grid 

connection and after having controlled whether the application is 

complete, the grid operator provides the plant operator with a grid 

connection proposal mentioning the technical and financial details as well 

as the deadlines of the grid connection (Art. 118, Arrêté du 23 mai 2014). 

¶ For installations with a capacity greater than 56 kVA, the grid operator has 

the possibility to charge for an orientation study (Art. 118, Arrêté du 23 mai 

2014). 

¶ The grid operator begins the grid connection works only after having 

received the full payment as indicated in the proposal (Art. 119, Arrêté du 

23 mai 2014). 

Installations to be connected to the middle voltage distribution grid: 

¶ Maximum 5 working days after receipt of an application for an orientation 

study, the grid operator verifies whether the application is complete and 

notifies the applicant (Art. 97, Arrêté du 23 mai 2014). 

¶ Maximum 15 working days after receipt of an application for an orientation 

study, the grid operator notifies his decision to the plant operator either by 

proposing a grid connection draft or by motivating his refusal to grid 

connection (Art. 100, Arrêté du 23 mai 2014). 
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¶ Maximum 10 working days after receipt of an application for grid 

connection and after having controlled whether the application is 

complete, the grid operator reserves the grid uptake capacity for the 

applicant (Art. 103, Arrêté du 23 mai 2014). 

¶ Within 15 working days after receipt of a complete application, the grid 

operator either notifies a motivated refusal or provides the plant operator 

with a grid connection proposal mentioning the technical details and the 

deadlines of the grid connection as well as the description of the prior 

works to be done by the applicant in order to allow the grid connection 

(Art. 105, Arrêté du 23 mai 2014). 

¶ Within 20 working days after the applicant has accepted the grid 

connection proposal, the grid operator shall provide him with a grid 

connection agreement (Art. 109, Arrêté du 23 mai 2014). 

¶ The deadline for the realisation of the grid connection depends on the 

agreement with regard to the possible grid reinforcements which need to 

be done (Art. 112, Arrêté du 23 mai 2014). 

Obligation to inform 

In general, there is no obligation of the grid operator to inform the plant operator. An 

obligation of the plant operator to communicate estimations of his capacity needs for 

the next 3 years does exist, provided the plant operator disposes of a grid connection 

capacity greater than 2 MVA (Art. 46, Arrêté du 23 mai 2014). 

Priority to renewable energy 

(qualitative criteria) 

(X) Priority to renewable energy 

(  ) Non-discrimination 

The distribution system operator shall give priority to installations using renewable 

energies. This applies to the orientation study, to the grid connection application as well 

as to the grid connection itself (Art. 98, 104 and 112, Arrêté du 23 mai 2014). 
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 Capacity limits 

(quantitative criteria) 

There is no obligation of the grid operator to expand the grid in order to connect further installations in case of insufficient capacities 

of the grid. However, the grid operator has the general obligation to plan and undertake the necessary grid extensions on his grid in 

order to meet the grid connection demands (Art. 5 and 7 Ordonnance du 19 juillet 2001). 

Distribution of costs 

 

State  

Consumers  

Grid operator  

Plant operator 

The costs of the orientation study and of the detailed study as well as the costs of the 

grid connection itself are borne by the applicant according to the prices published by the 

distribution system operators (Art. 95 and 114, Arrêté du 23 mai 2014). 

European Union  

Distribution mechanism  
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Use of the grid 
 

Abbreviated form of legal sources ¶ Ordonnance du 19 juillet 2001 

¶ Arrêté du 23 mai 2014 

Contact Authority Sibelga 

Overview 
The access to the grid is subjected to the prior submission to the distribution system operator of a grid access application form. The 

latter can be submitted by any person having a supplying authorisation or by a grid user, provided the latter has concluded a prior 

supply agreement with a supplier as well as with an access responsible party (Art. 156-157, Arrêté du 23 mai 2014).  

Procedure 

Process flow The procedure for the grid access application specifies the conditions under which a grid 

access can be granted (Tit. IV, Arrêté du 23 mai 2014). 

Deadlines 

¶ Within 5 working days after receipt of a grid access application, the grid 

operator shall communicate to the applicant whether the application is 

complete (Art. 165, Arrêté du 23 mai 2014). 

¶ Within 5 working days after receipt of the full application for grid access, the 

grid operator provides the plant operator with a grid access agreement 

proposal. In case the applicant agrees with the proposal, he shall send the 

documents and return them to the grid operator within 20 working days (Art. 

165, Arrêté du 23 mai 2014). 

Obligation to inform 

In case of planned grid access interruptions, the grid operator shall inform the plant 

operator connected to the middle voltage grid as well as his access responsible party of 

the date and duration of the interruption at least ten working days ahead (Art. 171, 

Arrêté du 23 mai 2014). As far as interruptions on the low voltage grid are concerned, 

the grid operator shall inform the plant operator at least 2 working days ahead (Art. 171, 

Arrêté du 23 mai 2014). In case of non-planned interruptions, the grid operator shall 

inform on the duration and the causes of the interruptions which occurred on the middle 

voltage grid (Art. 172, Arrêté du 23 mai 2014). 
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Priority to renewable energy 

(qualitative criteria) 

(X) Priority to renewable energy 

(  ) Non-discrimination 

The grid operators shall give priority access to RES installations (Art. 5 and 24bis, 

Ordonnance du 19 juillet 2001). Moreover, it constitutes an objective of the regional 

electricity regulator Brugel to ease the access to the grid and eliminate the obstacles of 

new production capacities such as RES installations (Art. 30 octies, Ordonnance du 19 

juillet 2001). 

Curtailment 

The Brussels-Capital grid code distinguishes between planned and non-planned grid access interruptions. In the first case, the grid 

code stipulates that the grid operator has the right to interrupt the access to the grid of an installation only if the security, reliability 

or the efficiency of the grid is at stake (Art. 170, Arrêté du 23 mai 2014). Regarding installations connected to the middle voltage 

grid, the grid operator shall consult the plant operator first (Art. 170, Arrêté du 23 mai 2014). In case of non-planned grid access 

interruptions, the grid operator shall keep the user informed about the nature and the reasons of the grid access interruption (Art. 

172, Arrêté du 23 mai 2014). 

In case of an emergency situation affecting the distribution grid, the grid operator shall take the necessary curtailment measures in 

order to limit the propagation of the problem and ensure the rapid commissioning of the grid (Art. 173, Arrêté du 23 mai 2014).  

Distribution of costs 

 

State  

Consumers  

Grid operator  

Plant operator 

The plant operator who has signed a grid access agreement with the distribution grid 

operator shall bear the grid use costs as approved by the national electricity regulator 

CREG. The tariffs are published by the distribution grid operator Brugel on his website 

(Art. 8 Annex II, Arrêté du 23 mai 2014). 

European Union  

Distribution mechanism  
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Grid expansion 
 

Abbreviated form of legal source ¶ Ordonnance du 19 juillet 2001 

Contact Authority Sibelga 

Overview 
In general, the grid operator is obliged to undertake the necessary grid extensions on his grid in order to meet the grid connection 

demands (Art. 5 and 7 Ordonnance du 19 juillet 2001). However, the RES plant operator does not have the right to claim for a grid 

expansion of the grid operator in case of insufficient grid connection or grid access capacities. 

Procedure 

Process flow  

Enforcement of claims 

According to the federal transmission grid operator, there is no Belgian regulation 

enabling RES plant operators to ask grid operators for developing their grid in case of 

insufficient grid capacities of the latter. 

Deadlines  

Obligation to inform  

Regulatory incentives for grid 

expansion and innovation 

In Belgium, regional regulators do not have the competency to regulate tariffs and thus incentives for grid expansion and innovation. 

The federal regulator CREG is in charge of regulating grid tariffs. 

Distribution of costs 

 

State  

Consumers  

Grid operator  
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Plant operator 
According to the distribution system operator of the Brussels-Capital region Sibelga, the 

costs of a grid expansion are to be borne by the plant operator. 

European Union  

Distribution mechanism  

Grid studies 

The grid operators shall develop an adaptation plan in order to ensure the security and development of the grid. The adaptation plan 

shall assess the future capacity needs of the distribution and local transmission grids. Moreover, it shall describe the investment 

programme planned by the grid operators (Art. 12, Ordonnance du 19 juillet 2001). The adaptation plan of the Distribution System 

Operators shall cover a period of 5 years and shall be yearly adapted for the next 5 years. The adaptation plan of the local transmission 

grid shall cover a period of 10 years and shall be adapted every year for the next 10 years (Art. 12, Ordonnance du 19 juillet 2001).   

The adaptation plans are submitted to approbation of the Brussels-Capital Government upon notice of the regional regulatory 

authority Brugel (Art. 12, Ordonnance du 19 juillet 2001).   
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RES-H&C support schemes 

Summary of support schemes  
 

Overview 
In the Brussels-Capital region, the generation of heat from renewable energy sources is promoted through energy 

subsidies as well as through investment assistance for companies. 

Summary of support schemes 

¶ Subsidy Primes énergie 2015: Within the bounds of its available budget, the Brussels-Capital region 

provides energy subsidies for residential, industrial as well as service sector buildings located in the 

Brussels region. 

¶ Subsidy Aide à l´investissement: Within the bounds of its available budget, the Brussels-Capital provides 

investment assistance for companies which develop environmental projects, including investments in 

renewable energy systems. 

Technologies 
In general, all technologies can be supported by the energy subsidies 2015, whereas the investment assistance 

promotes the use of heat pumps as well as biogas and biomass CHP and trigeneration plants. 

Statutory provisions 

¶ Arrêté du 6 mai 2004 (Arrêté du 6 mai 2004 Gouvernement de la Région de Bruxelles-Capitale relatif à 

la promotion de l'électricité verte et de la cogénération de qualité - Decree of 6 May 2004 of the 

Brussels-Capital Government regarding the promotion of green electricity and quality CHP) 

¶ Conditions générales Primes Energie 2015 (Conditions générales Primes Energie 2014 - General 

conditions for the energy subsidies 2015) 

¶ Prime énergie 2015 E2 (Prime énergie E2 Cogénération - Energy Subsidy E2 ς CHP) 

¶ Prime énergie 2015 D1 (Prime Energie D1 ς Chauffe-eau solaire (CES) - Energy Subsidy D1 ς Solar Water 

Heater) 

¶ Prime énergie 2015 C4 (Prime Energie C4 ς Pompe à chaleur (PAC) - Energy Subsidy C4 ς Heat pump) 

¶ Prime énergie 2015 D3 (Prime Energie D3 ς Energie éolienne, hydroélectrique, combustible biomasse, 

géothermique (hors cogénération) - Energy Subsidy D3 ς Wind energy, hydroelectricity, biofuels, 

geothermal energy (except cogeneration)) 
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¶ Arrêté du 2 avril 2009 (Arrêté du 2 avril 2009 du Gouvernement de la Région de Bruxelles-Capitale relatif 

aux aides à l'économie d'énergie et à la production d'énergie à partir de sources d'énergies 

renouvelables - Decree of 2 April 2009 of the Brussels-Capital region regarding the promotion of energy 

efficiency and energy production through renewable energy sources) 
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Basic information on legal sources  
 

Name of legal source 

(original language) 

Arrêté du 6 mai 2004 Gouvernement de la 

Région de Bruxelles-Capitale relatif à la 

promotion de l'électricité verte et de la 

cogénération de qualité. 

Conditions générales Primes Energie 2015 Prime énergie E2 - Cogénération 

Full name 
   

Name (English) 

Decree of the 6 May 2004 of the Brussels-

Capital Government regarding the 

promotion of green electricity and quality 

CHP 

General conditions for the energy subsidies 

2015 

Energy Subsidy E2 ς CHP  

Abbreviated form 
Arrêté du 6 mai 2004 Conditions générales primes énergie 2015 Prime énergie 2015 E2 

Entry into force 
28.06.2004 01.01. 2015 01.01. 2015 

Last amended on 
20.06.2011   

Future amendments 
   

Purpose 

 These conditions are based on the decision of 

the Brussels-Capital Government of 11 

December 2014 regarding the execution 

programme for the allocation of financial 

support in energy matters (Décision du 11 

décembre 2014 du Gouvernement de la 

Région de Bruxelles-/ŀǇƛǘŀƭŜ ŘΩŀǇǇǊƻōŀǘƛƻƴ 

These conditions are based on the decision of 

the Brussels-Capital Government of 11 

December 2014 regarding the execution 

programme for the allocation of financial 

support in energy matters (Décision du 11 

décembre 2014 du Gouvernement de la 

Région de Bruxelles-/ŀǇƛǘŀƭŜ ŘΩŀǇǇǊƻōŀǘƛƻƴ 
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Řǳ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳƳŜ ŘΩŜȄŞŎǳǘƛƻƴ ǊŜƭŀǘƛŦ Ł ƭΩƻŎǘǊƻƛ 

ŘΩŀƛŘŜǎ ŦƛƴŀƴŎƛŝǊŜǎ Ŝƴ ƳŀǘƛŝǊŜ ŘΩŞƴŜǊƎƛŜ) 

Řǳ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳƳŜ ŘΩŜȄŞŎǳǘƛƻƴ ǊŜƭŀǘƛŦ Ł ƭΩƻŎǘǊƻƛ 

ŘΩŀƛŘŜǎ ŦƛƴŀƴŎƛŝǊŜǎ Ŝƴ ƳŀǘƛŝǊŜ ŘΩŞƴŜǊƎƛŜ) 

Relevance for renewable energy 

The decree regulates the system of green 

certificates. Moreover, Annex IV specifies the 

sustainability criteria of liquid and solid 

biomass. 

All renewable energy technologies are 

promoted by the energy subsidies. 

This energy subsidy promotes the use of 

biomass and biogas CHP plants. 

Link to full text of legal source (original 

language) 

http://tinyurl.com/bp8mofg http://www.environnement.brussels/sites/d

efault/files/primes-

premies/GIDS_CG_FR_2015.pdf 

http://www.environnement.brussels/sites/d

efault/files/primes-

premies/FORM_E2_FR_2015.pdf 

Link to full text of legal source (English) 
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Name of legal source 

(original language) 

Prime Energie D1 ς Chauffe-eau solaire 

(CES) 

Prime Energie C4 ς Pompe à chaleur 

(PAC) 

Prime Energie D3 ς Energie éolienne, 

hydroélectrique, combustible biomasse, 

géothermique (hors cogénération) 

Full name 
   

Name (English) 

Energy Subsidy D1 ς Solar Water Heater Energy Subsidy C4 ς Heat pump Energy Subsidy D3 ς Wind energy, 

hydroelectricity, biofuels, geothermal 

energy (except cogeneration) 

Abbreviated form 
Prime énergie 2015 D1 Prime énergie 2015 C4 Prime énergie 2015 D3 

Entry into force 
01.01.2015 01.01.2015 01.01.2015 

Last amended on 
   

Future amendments 
   

Purpose 

These conditions are based on the 

decision of the Brussels-Capital 

Government of 11 December 2014 

regarding the execution programme for 

the allocation of financial support in 

energy matters (Décision du 11 décembre 

2014 du Gouvernement de la Région de 

Bruxelles-/ŀǇƛǘŀƭŜ ŘΩŀǇǇǊƻōŀǘƛƻƴ Řǳ 

ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳƳŜ ŘΩŜȄŞŎǳǘƛƻƴ ǊŜƭŀǘƛŦ Ł ƭΩƻŎǘǊƻƛ 

ŘΩŀƛŘŜǎ ŦƛƴŀƴŎƛŝǊŜǎ Ŝƴ ƳŀǘƛŝǊŜ ŘΩŞƴŜǊƎƛŜ) 

These conditions are based on the 

decision of the Brussels-Capital 

Government of 11 December 2014 

regarding the execution programme for 

the allocation of financial support in 

energy matters (Décision du 11 décembre 

2014 du Gouvernement de la Région de 

Bruxelles-/ŀǇƛǘŀƭŜ ŘΩŀǇǇǊƻōŀǘƛƻƴ Řǳ 

ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳƳŜ ŘΩŜȄŞŎǳǘƛƻƴ ǊŜƭŀǘƛŦ Ł ƭΩƻŎǘǊƻƛ 

ŘΩŀƛŘŜǎ ŦƛƴŀƴŎƛŝǊŜǎ Ŝƴ ƳŀǘƛŝǊŜ ŘΩŞƴŜǊƎƛŜ) 

These conditions are based on the 

decision of the Brussels-Capital 

Government of 11 December 2014 

regarding the execution programme for 

the allocation of financial support in 

energy matters (Décision du 11 décembre 

2014 du Gouvernement de la Région de 

Bruxelles-/ŀǇƛǘŀƭŜ ŘΩŀǇǇǊƻōŀǘƛƻƴ Řǳ 

ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳƳŜ ŘΩŜȄŞŎǳǘƛƻƴ ǊŜƭŀǘƛŦ Ł ƭΩƻŎǘǊƻƛ 

ŘΩŀƛŘŜǎ ŦƛƴŀƴŎƛŝǊŜǎ Ŝƴ ƳŀǘƛŝǊŜ ŘΩŞƴŜǊƎƛŜ) 
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Relevance for renewable energy 

This energy subsidy promotes the use of 

solar water heaters. 

This energy subsidy promotes the use 

geothermal and aerothermal heat 

pumps. 

This energy subsidy promotes the use of 

renewable energy plants. 

Link to full text of legal source (original 

language) 

http://www.environnement.brussels/site

s/default/files/primes-

premies/FORM_D1_FR_2015.pdf 

http://www.environnement.brussels/site

s/default/files/primes-

premies/FORM_C4_FR_2015.pdf 

http://www.environnement.brussels/site

s/default/files/primes-

premies/FORM_D3_FR_2015.pdf 

Link to full text of legal source (English) 
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Name of legal source 

(original language) 

Arrêté du 2 avril 2009 du Gouvernement 

de la Région de Bruxelles-Capitale relatif 

aux aides à l'économie d'énergie et à la 

production d'énergie à partir de sources 

d'énergies renouvelables 

  

Full name 
   

Name (English) 

Decree of 2 April 2009 of the Brussels-

Capital region regarding the promotion of 

energy efficiency and energy production 

through renewable energy sources 

  

Abbreviated form 
Arrêté du 2 avril 2009   

Entry into force 18.05.2009   

Last amended on 22.07.2013   

Future amendments    

Purpose    

Relevance for renewable energy 

This decree regulated the investment 

assistance for companies investing in 

renewable energy projects 

  

Link to full text of legal source (original 

language) 

http://www.ejustice.just.fgov.be/cgi_loi/c

hange_lg.pl?language=fr&la=F&cn=2009

040219&table_name=loi 
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Link to full text of legal source (English) 
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Further information  
 

Institution (name) Website Name of contact person 

(optional) 

Telephone number (head office) E-mail (optional) 

Ministre du Gouvernement 

de la Région de Bruxelles-

Capitale, chargée du 

Logement, de la Qualité de 

±ƛŜΣ ŘŜ ƭΩ9ƴǾƛǊƻƴƴŜƳŜƴǘ Ŝǘ 

de l'Energie - Minister of 

the Government of the 

Brussels-Capital region, 

responsible for Housing, 

Quality of Life, 

Environment and Energy   

http://be.brussels/ Office of Céline Fremault +32 25 08 79 11 info.fremault@gov.brussels 

Ministère de la Région de 

Bruxelles-Capitale, 

Administration de 

l'Economie et de l'Emploi 

(AEE) ς Economy and 

Employment 

Administration of the 

Brussels-Capital region 

http://be.brussels/  +32 28 00 34 52  info.eco@mrbc.irisnet.be 

Bruxelles environnement 

IBGE : Administration de 

l'environnement et de 

l'énergie de la Région de 

Bruxelles-Capitale - 

Environment and Energy 

http://www.bruxellesenvironnement.be   +32 27 75 75 75 info@ibgebim.be 






































