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 Provisions in detail
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	Use of the grid



 Summary of grid issues
	Connection to the grid	
Plant operators are statutorily entitled against the grid operator to the connection of renewable energy plants to the grid (§ 8 par. 1 EEG 2017). The grid operator shall not make the conclusion of a contract a condition for the fulfilment of his obligation to connect plants to the grid (§ 7 par. 1 EEG 2017).


 A plant operator is one who uses a plant or installation for the purpose of power generation from renewable energy sources. Whether or not he owns the plant is irrelevant (§ 3 no. 2 EEG 2017). The person obligated is the grid operator who is most closely located to the plant site and whose grid is technically suitable to receive electricity (§ 8 par. 1 EEG 2017). Where connecting the plant to a grid other than the most closely located one is technically and economically more favourable, another grid operator may be obliged to connect the plant (§ 8 par. 1 EEG 2017). Grid operators are entitled to assign a plant a different grid connection point. Likewise, a plant operator may choose another grid connection point (§ 8 par. 1 EEG 2017). A grid is deemed to be technically suitable even if the grid operator has to expand his grid at an economically reasonable expense to import electricity (§ 8 par. 4 EEG 2017). 

	Use of the grid	
Plant operators are statutorily entitled against the grid operator to the physical acceptance and transmission of all electricity from renewable sources offered (§ 11 par. 1 EEG). The grid operator shall not make the conclusion of a contract a condition for fulfilling his obligation to purchase and transmit electricity (§ 7 par. 1 EEG).

	Grid development	
Upon request of those interested in feeding in electricity, the grid operator is obliged to immediately optimise, boost and expand his grid in accordance with the best available technology in order to guarantee the purchase, transmission and distribution of electricity from renewable sources (§ 12 par. 1 sentence 1 EEG 2017). This obligation shall not only exist for grid operators whose grid the plants are immediately connected to, but also for upstream grids with a maximum voltage of 110 kV, provided that the expansion measures are necessary to guarantee the purchase, transmission and distribution of electricity (§ 12 par. 1 sentence 2 EEG 2017). Plant operators are entitled to the expansion of the grid only if it is economically reasonable (§ 12 par. 3 EEG 2017). Whether the expansion of the grid is economically reasonable in a given case will be determined by weighing the plant operator’s interests against the grid operator’s interests. The grid operator shall not make the conclusion of a contract a condition for the fulfilment of his obligation to expand the grid (§ 7 par. 1 EEG 2017).

	Statutory provisions	
	EEG 2017 (Renewable Energy Sources Act – general provisions on renewable energy)
	EnWG (Energy Industry Act – general provisions on the energy industry)
	KraftNAV (Ordinance on the Connection of Power Plants to the Grid)
	BBPlG (Law on the federal grid requirement plan)
	NABEG (Grid Development Acceleration Law)
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Further information

	Bundesministerium für Wirtschaft und Energie (BMWi) - Federal Ministry for Economic Affairs and Energy
	+49 30 18 615 0
	BMWi website
	kontakt(at)bmwi.bund.de

	Bundesministerium für Umwelt, Naturschutzund nukleare Sicherheit (BMU) - Federal Ministry for the Environment, Nature Conservationand Nuclear Safety
	+49 301 830 50
	BMUB website
	zentrale(at)bmu.de-mail.de

	Bundesnetzagentur - Federal Network Agency
	+49 228 140
	BNetzA
	info(at)bnetza.de

	Bundesverband Erneuerbare Energie e.V. (BEE) – Renewable Energy Federation
	+49 327 581 700
	BEE website
	info(at)bee-ev.de

	Deutsche Energie-Agentur (dena) - German Energy Agency
	+49 307 261 656 00
	dena website
	info(at)dena.de

	Clearingstelle EEG (clearing house)
	+ 49 30 20 61 41 60
	Clearingstelle website
	post(at)clearingstelle-eeg.de







		
			

	




